
Tips for Writing a Readers Theater Script 

List your characters, in order of importance and including a brief (1-2) sentence description of each, at the 

beginning of the script. 

Provide a setting, in italics, to be read by a narrator or other character. Do this for each scene, if the scenes 

change settings. 

Use short dialogue to keep the story moving.  

Use a narrator to tie the story together or explain reasons for events. However, try not to overuse the narrator. 

You can sometimes put words in the mouths of the characters, rather than have the narrator “tell” the story. 

Use two narrators (Narrator 1 and Narrator 2) if there’s lots of description, details or background information 

needed to understand the story.   

Wherever you can, turn indirect speech into direct speech.  

If you want, you can use sound effects, simple props or music to enhance a Readers Theatre presentation.  

Use several readers together – called a chorus - to enhance the dramatic effect.  

Use rhyme, repetitive structure, internal rhyme, dramatic excitement and lots of action to enhance a script.  

Don’t be afraid to make cuts or changes to keep the story lively.  

You don’t need to say “he said.” Sometimes it is enough to add a person’s name to let people know who the 

character is talking to, as in “There’s your bear, Vicky.”  

Don’t be afraid to combine or split characters, according to the number of readers you want to have.  

If a character has nothing to say for a while, you may want to insert some lines for them. 

Keep the character’s name on the left-hand side, in all caps (all capital letters) and make it bold.  

Use a large font size, starting at 14-point, but no larger than 18-point (the size of the title on this sheet).  

Use line spacing of 1.25 or 1.5.  

Leave a blank line between each character’s part.  

Bold words that need to be stressed, and italicize words that are a part of the scene setting or staging directions. 

Don’t break up a character’s part onto different pages. Start a new page at the beginning of a new part. This 

means readers don’t have to turn a page in the middle of a speech.  


